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Introduction 
According to the SDA gap theory, there is a gap of billions of years between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 

1:3. This attempts to reconcile the Genesis creation account with the modern evolutionary geological column. 
Below are some quotes from recent gap theory books outlining their views: 
 “He uses this methodology, and feels comfortable talking about an earth that is 4.5 billion years old. He 
explains it this way: “I look at the science in what I call multiple isotope concordancy—that is, agreement from a 
number of sources. As far as our solar system is concerned they strongly suggest that something significant 
happened about four-and-a-half billion years ago.” 1 

“There's a significant setting of the clocks in our solar system, for we get the same clock data from 
studying the sun and meteorites, as well as the earth—although the age of the oldest rocks on the earth, as our 
crust is being recycled, is only about 3.9 billion years old, instead of the 4.5 billion years old.” 1 
  “Genesis 1:1 starts with a broad brush stroke: 'In the beginning God created.' There's nothing specific 
there at all. The specific time frame doesn't begin until verse three with the beginning of the creation week. 

“In verse two the earth is described as being 'without form and void,' in other words, without organisation 
and population. It's totally chaotic. Is it possible that the beginning for the consolidation of our solar system within 
the universe could have been four-and-a half billion years ago? Does that impact on Scripture? If I understand 
Scripture properly, I have to come back and say, 'No.' 

“In fact, there's no reference during creation week to the creation of water, or minerals and soil that then 
becomes the land separated from the water on the third day. It seems possible that the elementary inorganic 
material isn't bound by a limited age, as is living matter.” 1 
  “As you might expect, most Seventh day Adventists have never questioned a “young” age for life in our 
universe, by which we usually mean between 6000 and 10,000 years. Our church shares this view with many other 
Christians. However, many conservative Adventists are now accepting “old” ages for the inanimate earth and 
universe of 4.5 and 13.6 billion years respectively. While maintaining the belief in a recent Creation week, this 
is the current view of the General Conference’s Geoscience Research Institute and also of most theologians at 
Andrews University Seminary.” 2 
 “It is clear from the context that from verse 3 onward Genesis 1 is talking about the creation of this Earth. 
However, that does not seem to be the case regarding verse 1. If this understanding of ‘heavens and earth’ is 
correct, it would suggest that Genesis 1:1 does indeed describe God’s creation of the entire universe, including 
the Sun, Moon, and stars, ‘in the beginning’. It also means that there is a critical shift in focus from the beginning 
of the universe in verse 1 to the beginning of the first day of the creation of this Earth in verse 3.” 3 
 “1. Assume that the creation of the universe and world and the creation of life on this earth are distinct 
processes occurring at two different times. The first, or primordial, creation occurring in the far distant past 
(Genesis 1:1, 2) was followed by the creation of life on earth within the past thousands, not millions, of years 
(Genesis 1:3 and onward). 

2. Assume that the vast number of fossils within the strata of the earth's crust was deposited by a 
worldwide flood that took place sometime after the creation of life. 

3. Accept that the primary purpose for the lineages given in Genesis was to establish the relationship 
between God and humans and to set the stage for the eventual coming of the Messiah rather than precisely fixing 
the date of Creation week. 

4. Accept the Creation week as establishing God as Creator and the weekly cycle, firmly fixing the 
seventh day as the Sabbath and a memorial to our God the Creator.” 4 

“Using this approach we first address the age of inorganic, nonliving matter of the earth and solar system, 
understanding that the mineral planet might have existed for a long period of time before the creation of life 
described in Genesis. This means the solar system must be no younger than about ten half-lives of neodymium-
142, which is about 1 billion years. This process brings us to the interesting conclusion that the radiometric age 
of the planets, moons, and meteorites of our solar system may range between one and 5 billion years.”  

“When multiple samples analyzed via multiple isotope techniques agree, they are said to be concordant. 
Concordant dates cannot be easily rejected and often point to physically significant events. The concordance 
observed between the numerous radiometric age determinations for the formation of our solar system yields an 
age of 4.56 billion years.” 4 

 “The picture that emerges from all the data that relate to cosmic chronology appears to be one of dynamic 
physical processes operating over extended periods of time, during the last 4.5 billion years of which discrete 
entities on the Solar System have been in existence.” 5 
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“According to this interpretation our planet may now contain matter that was in existence as a 
consequence of creative activity prior to the Genesis Creation week.” 5 
 This essay will demonstrate the many Biblical and scientific problems with this view. The attempt to 
reconcile the recent literal creation week with the evolutionary Geological Column 4, 5 is full of errors which make 
the whole idea useless.  

The SDA leaders are like the Pharisees [Gap Theory] and Sadducees [Theistic Evolution] in Jesus day. 
The Pharisees today are the church leaders like Barry Oliver and Chester Stanley who believe the earth existed 
millions or billions of years [Gap Theory] before the creation week.  The Sadducees today are the Avondale 
College/Loma Linda etc. scientists and theologians who believe in evolution. As in Jesus day the fight and bicker 
about SCIENCE amongst themselves. 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 538 
“Producing so-called science, they had reasoned that it would be an impossibility for a dead body to be brought 
to life. But by a few words from Christ their theory had been overthrown.” 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 393 
“The Pharisees and Sadducees were in constant contention.” 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 405 
“The two sects had been at bitter enmity. The Sadducees courted the favour of the ruling power in order to maintain 
their own position and authority. The Pharisees, on the other hand, fostered the popular hatred against the Romans, 
longing for the time when they could throw off the yoke of the conqueror. But Pharisee and Sadducee now united 
against Christ. Like seeks like; and evil, wherever it exists, leagues with evil for the destruction of the good.” 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 603, 604 
“The Sadducees denied the existence of angels, the resurrection of the dead, and the doctrine of a future life, with 
its rewards and punishments. On all these points they differed with the Pharisees. Between the two parties the 
resurrection was especially a subject of controversy. The Pharisees had been firm believers in the resurrection, 
but in these discussions their views in regard to the future state became confused. Death became to them an 
inexplicable mystery. Their inability to meet the arguments of the Sadducees gave rise to continual irritation. The 
discussions between the two parties usually resulted in angry disputes, leaving them farther apart than before.” 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 605 
“The Sadducees reasoned that if the body is to be composed of the same particles of matter in its immortal as in 
its mortal state, then when raised from the dead it must have flesh and blood, and must resume in the eternal world 
the life interrupted on earth. In that case they concluded that earthly relationships would be resumed, husband and 
wife would be reunited, marriages consummated, and all things go on the same as before death, the frailties and 
passions of this life being perpetuated in the life beyond.” 
  
Desire Of Ages, page 705 
“The members of the council were divided between the Pharisees and the Sadducees. There was bitter animosity 
and controversy between them; certain disputed points they dared not approach for fear of a quarrel.” 

 
Day Three Of The Creation Week 

According to radiometric dating dry land has existed on Earth for millions of years. Trying to reconcile that with 
a recent creation of dry land 6,000 years ago is absolute rubbish. “And God said, Let the waters under the heaven 
be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; 
and the gathering together of the waters called He Seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said, Let the 
earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, 
upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the 
morning were the third day.” Genesis 1:9-13 
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Geological Formation  Age (Millions Years)  Hyperlink 

Andes Mountain Range  250  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andes 

Rocky Mountains   300  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountains 

Great Dividing Range   300  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Dividing_Range 

Antarctic Mountains   65  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transantarctic_Mountains 

Ural Mountains   300  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ural_Mountains 

Atlas Mountains   100  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas_Mountains 

Appalachian Mountains   480  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appalachian_Mountains 

Himalayas   70  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himalayas 

Hawaiin Islands  28  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaiian_Islands 

Grand Canyon  17  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Canyon 

 
 

Biblical Creation Text Examined 
 

1. Exodus 20:8-11 
The Earth as old as the Sabbath. Mark 2:28 The Sabbath was made for man. This text is a direct quote from 
Genesis 1:1-3. This rules out the existence of millions or billions of years between the creation of the earth and 
the creation of Adam and Eve. 
 

2. Exodus 31:17, 18 
The heavens and Earth were made IN the creation week [Psalm 146:6]. Not billions of years before. 
 

 
3. Psalm 33:6-9 

God’s miracles are instantaneous (1 Corinthians 15:52). Direct reference to Exodus 20:8-11. 
 

4. Proverbs 8:29-31 
The foundations of the Earth are as old as mankind. 
 

5. Isaiah 41:4 
“Who has wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the 
last; I am he.” Human generations have been here since the beginning. If Genesis 1:1 took place billions of years 
ago you have a problem. 
 

6. Isaiah 41:26, 48:3 
God spoke to man since the beginning. Who was God declaring to if the planet was lifeless for millions of years? 
God’s prophets have been here since the Earth began. This verse states that God caused them to hear His voice. 
Who were the ‘them’ millions of years before the literal week? 
 

7. Isaiah 64:4 
“For since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither has the eye seen, O 
God, beside you, what he has prepared for him that waits for him.” This verse in clear about man being here since 
the very beginning. 
 

8. Zechariah 12:1 
“The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, said the LORD, which stretches forth the heavens, and lays the 
foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him.” God laid the foundations of the Earth in Adam’s 
era. 
 

9. Matthew 13:35 
“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter 
things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.” Who was God keeping secrets from if Man 
was not here at the Earth’s foundations? 
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10. Matthew 19:4-6 
“4 And he answered and said unto them, Have you not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them 
male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
they twain shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined 
together, let not man put asunder.” Why does Jesus state that God made Adam and Eve in the beginning if the 
beginning was 5,000 million years before hand. Adam would have arrived only in the last 0.0000001 % of Earth’s 
history. The Bible says that man has been here since the very beginning of creation. This wipes out the idea that 
the Earth was here billions of years before the creation week. The Bible also states that Marriage has been here 
since the beginning. Why does Jesus put together the creation of mankind (Genesis 1:26-31) with the beginning 
(Genesis 1:1) as one time event? 
 

11. Matthew 25:34 
“Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” The Bible teaches that the Plan of salvation has been here 
since the Earth began. This is meaningless if it were a lifeless planet then. 
 

12. Mark 10:6 
“6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7 For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but 
one flesh.” Why does Jesus state that God made Adam and Eve in the beginning if the beginning was 5,000 million 
years before hand. Adam would have arrived only in the last 0.0000001 % of Earth’s history. Man has been here 
since the very beginning of creation. This wipes out the idea that the Earth was here billions of years before the 
creation week. The Bible also states that Marriage has been here since the beginning. Why does Jesus put together 
the creation of mankind (Genesis 1:26-31) with the beginning (Genesis 1:1) as one time event? 
 

 
13. Mark 13:19 

“For in those days shall be affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the creation which God created unto 
this time, neither shall be.” This verse is meaningless unless Human suffering has been here since the beginning. 
 

14. Luke 1:70 
“As he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been since the world began.” This verse is clear that 
God’s prophets have been here since the very beginning - Genesis 1:1. 
 

15. Luke 11:50, 51 
“50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this 
generation; 51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the 
temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.” The Earth is as old as Abel. Abel has been 
here since the foundation of the world. Hebrews 1:10 states that God laid the foundations of the earth in the 
beginning. 
 

16. John 8:44 
“You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is 
a liar, and the father of it.” This verse states that Satan was a deceiver from the beginning. Who was Satan 
deceiving billions of years before the creation week? The beginning is obviously the beginning of the creation 
week when God made Adam. 
 

17. John 9:32 
This verse looses meaning unless Humans have been here since the world began. 
 

18. Acts 3:21 
“Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” God’s prophets have been here since the Earth began. 
 

19. Hebrews 4:3, 4 
“3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into 
my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he spoke in a certain place of 
the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works.” All of God’s creative works 
were finished when He made the foundations of the Earth. This means that there was no second creation period 
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later on as put forward by the Gap Theory. Genesis 1:1 therefore marked the beginning of the literal week as all 
His works were completed in the time period that includes verse 1. If God was creating the Earth millions of years 
ago and all His creative works finished there and then no creative works could have taken place during the literal 
week as all his works were finished millions of years before at the initial foundation of the world. 
 

20. Hebrews 9:26 
“For then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the world has 
he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Who was Christ suffering for millions of years before 
the creation week? Sinners have been here virtually (99.9999 % of Earth’s history) since the Earth’s foundations 
- Romans 5:12. The foundations of the world mentioned in this verse is the beginning [Hebrews 1:10]. 
 

21. Hebrews 11:3 
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were 
not made of things which do appear.” No pre-existing matter used in the literal week. A Direct quote from Psalm 
33:6,9. Also a Direct reference to Exodus 20:8-11, Genesis 1:1-3 
 

22. 1 John 3:8 
“He that commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sins from the beginning.” 
 

23. Revelation 13:8, 17:8 
“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world.” The Plan of salvation was needed since the beginning of the Earth. Was 
Christ’s death necessary millions of years before the creation week? If so who were the people before the literal 
week He was to die for? These verses are clear that the Righteous and wicked have been on this planet since the 
very beginning. 

 

The Australian Aborigines 
If humans were created 6,000 years how can the Australian Aboriginal civilization be over 40,000 years 

old? According to current consensus the Aborigines arrived here 6 over 40,000 years ago. Aboriginal artefacts in 
Penrith in New South Wales were dated 7 to be at least 47 000 years old. The following quote is from Nature 
magazine: 

“Mungo III, the source of the world's oldest human mitochondrial DNA, has been variously estimated at 
30 thousand years old, 42–45 thousand years old and 62  6 thousand years old, while radiocarbon estimates 
placed the Mungo I cremation near 20–26 thousand years ago. Here we report a new series of 25 optical ages 
showing that both burials occurred at 40  2 thousand years ago and that humans were present at Lake Mungo by 
50–46 thousand years ago” 8 
  Charles Dortch has dated recent finds on Rottnest Island, Western Australia at 70,000 years old. 6, 9 

According to recent dating the aborigines first arrived in Australia between 65,000 and 60,000 years ago. 10, 11 A 
recent article in Nature magazine shows that humans today descended from ancient ancestors and not ones created 
6,000 years ago. The articles shows that Aborigines were not created 6,000 years ago and there is no room for 
such an event: “He, and perhaps all Aboriginal Australians, the genome indicates, descended from the first humans 
to venture far beyond Africa more than 60,000 years ago.” 12 
 The article shows that Asians and Europeans descended from ancient ancestors. This is an unbroken 
ancestry going back before any such event was supposed to have happened: “An analysis of his genome indicates 
that his ancestors started their journey more than 60,000 years ago, branching off from humans who left Africa. 
The ancestors of contemporary Europeans and most other Asians probably went their separate ways less than 
40,000 years ago, according to Willerslev's team.” 12 
 An article in Science Daily shows that Aborigines and Asians descended from people who lived on Earth 
70,000 years ago: “By sequencing the genome, the researchers demonstrate that Aboriginal Australians descend 
directly from an early human expansion into Asia that took place some 70,000 years ago, at least 24,000 years 
before the population movements that gave rise to present-day Europeans and Asians. The results imply that 
modern day Aboriginal Australians are in fact the direct descendants of the first people who arrived in Australia 
as early as 50,000 years ago.” 13 
 This wipes out the possibility that God created them 6,000 years ago. Trying to reconcile radiometric 
dating with the Bible is impossible! 
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The American Indians 
According to current theories, 14-17 their ancestors crossed the ocean between eastern Siberia and present-

day Alaska around 40,000—16,500 years ago. If all humans were created 6,000 years ago how can they have an 
unbroken chain of ancestry going back before that event? Here are a list of quotes from National Geographic 
showing that human lineage is unbroken for the last 200,000 years. 
 “The earliest fossils of recognizably modern Homo sapiens appear in the fossil record at Omo Kibish in 
Ethiopia, around 200,000 years ago.” 18 
 “According to the genetic and paleontological record, we only started to leave Africa between 60,000 and 
70,000 years ago.” 18 
 “These early beachcombers expanded rapidly along the coast to India, and reached Southeast Asia and 
Australia by 50,000 years ago. The first great foray of our species beyond Africa had led us all the way across the 
globe.” 18 

Another anthropology expert verifies that same chronology: “There is universal agreement that Homo 
sapiens sapiens occupied the Americas by 11,200 radiocarbon years ago, over 13,000 years ago.” 19 This leaves 
no room for a recent creation week. Trying to reconcile radiometric dating with the Bible is impossible! 
 
 

Neanderthal Man 
A study of Neanderthal man shows the whole view to be fatally flawed. If all humans were created in 

the creation week [Exodus 20:8-11] how can we have human fossils over 6,000 years old? Modern anthropology 
leaves no room for this scenario: “Modern humans left Africa between 90,000 and 75,000 years ago. We 
subsequently spread globally. But who are 'we'? Where do modern humans fit in with earlier hominins? Were 
they our ancestors?” 20 
 According to the latest research, Neanderthals originated 600,000 years ago: “Neanderthals are classified 
either as a subspecies of Homo sapiens (Homo sapiens neanderthalensis) or as a separate species of the 
same genus (Homo neanderthalensis). The first humans with proto-Neanderthal traits are believed to have 
existed in Europe as early as 600,000–350,000 years ago.” 21, 22 
 And we descended from them: “Genetic evidence published in 2010 suggests that Neanderthals 
contributed to the DNA of anatomically modern humans, probably through interbreeding between 80,000 and 
50,000 years ago with the population of anatomically modern humans who had recently migrated from Africa. 
According to the study, by the time that population began dispersing across Eurasia, Neanderthals genes 
constituted as much as 1–4% of its genome.” 23, 24 

 The following quotes leave no doubt that we descended from Neanderthal man and that there is no room 
for a recent creation week: “DNA analysis has led to extraordinary advances in our understanding of the regional 
biological history of modern humans. As we shall see, the so-called Adam-and-Eve genes really do allow us to 
track back in time and space to follow the human family in its wanderings round the globe.” 25 
 “Homo sapiens are primates of the family Hominidae, and the only living species of the genus Homo. 
This section consists of Homo sapiens - Cro-Magnon who existed from approximately 200,000 to 30,000 years 
ago, and Homo sapiens - Modern Humans, from 30,000 years ago to the present day.” 26 
 “Genetic evidence may suggest that Homo neanderthalensis contributed DNA to anatomically modern 
humans probably through interbreeding, possibly between 80,000 and 50,000 years ago, although this is now 
disputed [Richard E. Green et al [2010]. Szante Pääbo’s DNA sequencing from a Neanderthal bone fragment 
showed that Neanderthals and modern humans share about 99.5% of their DNA” 27 
 
 

 
Ancient Cave Paintings 

If Noah’s Flood was worldwide, ancient cave paintings [Over 6,000 years old] would have been 
destroyed. The fact that so many exist and have been dated to be over 6,000 years old shows that their theory 
cannot be reconciled with modern secular geology: 
 “Thirty radiocarbon dating made in the cave have shown that it was frequented at two different periods. 
Most of the images were drawn during the first period, between 30,000 and 32,000 BP in radiocarbon years. Some 
people came back between 25,000 to 27,000 and left torch marks and charcoal on the ground. Some human 
footprints belonging to a child may date back to the second period.” 28 
 If the entire planet was under muddy water, how did such paintings survive unscathed? “The red ochre 
painting, which depicts two emu-like birds with their necks outstretched, could date back to the earliest days of 
settlement on the continent. It was rediscovered at the centre of the Arnhem Land plateau about two years ago, 
but archaeologists first visited the site a fortnight ago. A palaeontologist has confirmed the animals depicted are 
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the megafauna species Genyornis. Archaeologist Ben Gunn said the giant birds became extinct more than 40,000 
years ago.” 29 

 “An archaeologist says he found the oldest piece of rock art in Australia and one of the oldest in the 
world: an Aboriginal work created 28,000 years ago in an Outback cave. The dating of one of the thousands of 
images in theNorthern Territory rock shelter known as Nawarla Gabarnmang will be published in the next edition 
of theJournal of Archaeological Science.” 30 
 According to Carbon 14 dating some cave art is 50,000 years old: “The ages obtained so far have shown 
that the art of cave painting appeared early in the Upper Palaeolithic period, much earlier than previously believed. 
The high artistic quality of the earliest paintings underlines the importance of absolute chronology in any attempt 
to study the evolution of prehistoric art.” 31 
 The fact that so many are intact and claimed to be so old rules out the possibility of a worldwide flood 
so long ago. How did it wipe every living thing uout and leave such delicate artwork untouched? 
 “Red dots, hand stencils and animal figures represent the oldest examples yet found of cave art in Europe. 
The symbols on the walls at 11 Spanish locations, including the World Heritage sites of Altamira, El Castillo and 
Tito Bustillo have long been recognised for their antiquity. But researchers have now used refined dating 
techniques to get a more accurate determination of their ages. One motif - a faint red dot - is said to be more than 
40,000 years old.” 32 

Hundreds of such caves exist in Europe alone with thousands of paintings: “Nearly 340 caves have now 
been discovered in France and Spain that contain art from prehistoric times. Initially, the age of the paintings had 
been a contentious issue, since methods like radiocarbon dating can produce misleading results if contaminated 
by samples of older or newer material, and caves and rocky overhangs (where parietal art is found) are typically 
littered with debris from many time periods. But subsequent technology made it possible to date the paintings by 
sampling the pigment itself and the torch marks on the walls. The choice of subject matter can also indicate 
chronology. For instance, the reindeer depicted in the Spanish cave of Cueva de las Monedasplaces the drawings 
in the last Ice Age.” 33 
 This is powerful evidence that we descended from an unbroken chain. The first race humans on Earth 
were not wiped out before the creation week. We descended from the artists who made these paintings: “The 
original caves are located near the village of Montignac, in the Dordogne department. They contain some of the 
earliest known art, dating back to somewhere between 13,000 and 15,000 BCE, or as far back as 25,000 BCE. 
The Upper Paleolithic cave paintings consist mostly of realistic images of large animals procreating, including 
aurochs, most of which are known from fossil evidence to have lived in the area at the time.” 34 
 A long list of very old cave artwork have been found in Africa: “A painted tablet was discovered in two 
pieces in the Huns Mountains of south western Namibia in an archaeological layer dated to between 26,300 and 
28,400 B.P. The discovery occurred during the flight of Apollo 11, and the shelter where it was found now bears 
that name. The stones were painted in charcoal, ocher, and white. The two separate pieces underwent different 
patinations, as the image shows.” 35 
 The fact that such cave art is found in large amounts on at least three continents [Europe, Australia and 
Africa] shows no room for a worldwide flood before the creation week. How did so much delicate artwork on so 
many continents remain perfectly unscathed? If it were submerged in muddy water for months how is it now in 
pristine condition? 36, 37 If you look at online photos 38 you will see that it was never immersed in such a worldwide 
flood.  
 

The Ice Ages 
The SDA theory does not allow any room for the Ice Ages. Such ice cores would have been destroyed in 

a worldwide flood. A worldwide flood would not allow the Antarctic ice shield to have survived to the present 
day.   
 “Here we report the recovery of a deep ice core from Dome C in Antarctica that provides a climate record 
for the past 740,000 years. For the four most recent glacial cycles, the data agree well with the record from Vostok. 
The earlier period, between 740,000 and 430,000 years ago, was characterized by less pronounced warmth in 
interglacial periods in Antarctica, but a higher proportion of each cycle was spent in the warm mode.” 39 
 “By this definition, we are still in the ice age that began 2.6 million years ago at the start of 
the Pleistocene epoch, because the Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets still exist.” 40 
 “Quaternary glaciation, also known as the Pleistocene glaciation, the current ice age or simply the ice 
age, refers to the period from 2.58 Ma (million years ago) to present, in which permanent ice sheets were 
established in Antarctica and perhaps Greenland, and fluctuating ice sheets occurred elsewhere (for example, 
the Laurentide ice sheet).” 41, 42 
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Mass Extinctions 
If Noah’s flood happened it left no evidence in the fossil record. According the geological magazines, 

mass extinctions happened in stages over the last 440 million years. Below is a list 43-48 of mass extinction events.  
  
Quaternary extinction event.  50,000 Years Ago 
Cretaceous–Paleogene extinction event:  65.5 Million Years Ago  
Triassic–Jurassic extinction event:   200 Million Years Ago  
Permian–Triassic extinction event:   251 Million Years Ago  
Late Devonian extinction:    375–360 Million Years Ago  
Ordovician–Silurian extinction event:  450–440 Million Years Ago  
 

The most recent 43, 49 is the Quaternary Extinction event. It destroyed the woolly mammoths. The 
existence of ancient cave art during this period rules out the possibility of it being connected to Noah’s Flood. If 
we say that the second most recent event [Cretaceous–Paleogene] was Noah’s Flood, than it was 50,000 years 
ago! It is impossible to fit these events into the SDA Gap Theory scenario. 
 
 

Scientific Problems With The GRI Gap Theory 
The volume of the Earth’s oceans is estimated at 1.3 billion cubic kilometres. 50, 51 If we use the 

mathematical formula for the surface area of a sphere we soon see that if we level out the surface of the Earth so 
it is perfectly flat the ocean would cover the Earth’s surface to a depth of 2,548 metres 52 [8,400 feet]. To explain 
the Earth being in darkness on day one of the creation week [Genesis 1:1-3], gap theorists claim that there were 
volcanic eruptions ejecting dust and gas into the atmosphere which blocked out sunlight. If these volcanoes were 
so deep under water dust would have never reached the atmosphere. West Mata 53 is a submarine volcano 54 1,100 
metres underwater. Even though it ejects ash and gas continually, none of it reaches the surface.    
 The Bible says that dry land did not appear till day three of the creation week [Genesis 1:9-12]. How can 
the Hawaiian Islands as well as other geological features be over 6,000 years old? Modern dating confirms this 
problem for the gap theory. 
 “Kīlauea is a shield volcano in the Hawaiian Islands, the most active of the five volcanoes that together 
form the island of Hawaii. Located along the southern shore of the island, the volcano, at 300,000 to 600,000 
years old, is the second youngest product of the Hawaiian hotspot and the current eruptive center of the Hawaiian–
Emperor seamount chain.” 55 
 “The age of the archipelago has been estimated using potassium-argon dating methods. From this study 
and others, it is estimated that the north western most island, the Kure Atoll, is the oldest at approximately 28 
million years (Ma); while the south eastern most island, Hawaii, is approximately 0.4 Ma (400,000 years).” 56 

Other dating research 57, 58 confirms this problem. 
The lowest temperature ever recorded 59 on earth is -89 degrees Centigrade. That was recorded at the 

South Pole where you have darkness for 6 months of the year. If the earth were in total darkness for years on end 
it would get much colder. How could the Earth have been covered with liquid water on day one of the creation 
week? That does not fit in with Antarctic ice cores. 

How do you determine what Noah’s flood did? Which flood caused the Grand Canyon to form? Gap 
theory books claim to believe in millions of years of geology before the creation week and a worldwide flood 60. 
Such a scientific problem shows the absurdity of reconciling radiometric dating with the Bible. According to 
radiometric dating there never was any worldwide flood.   

To create the massive dust and gas emissions to make the earth dark on day one of the creation week you 
would need the planet to be more volcanically active per square kilometre than Jupiter’s moon Io. Such massive 
volcanic activity 61, 62 has never been observed in our geological record. There is no evidence the Earth ever had 
100 Krakatoa volcanoes 63, 64 erupting simultaneously for and non-stop for thousands of years on end.   
 
 

How To Interpret Genesis 1:1-3? 
1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness  [5 Billion Years] 
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. 
1:3 And God said, Let there be light:     [12 Hours] 
and there was light.       [12 Hours] 
1:4 And God saw the light,     [12 Hours] 
that it was good: and God divided the light     [12 Hours] 
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from the darkness.       [5 Billion Years] 
1:5 And God called the light Day,     [12 Hours] 
and the darkness he called Night.      [5 Billion Years] 
And the evening        [5 Billion Years] 
and the morning        [12 Hours] 
were the first day.       [5 Billion Years plus 12 Hours???] 

 
 

Revelation 14:6-7 
The SDA church claims that these verses are talking about the Sabbath [Exodus 20:8-11]. The text says: 

“6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”  According to SDA publications the “made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters” were created billions of years ago: 
 “He uses this methodology, and feels comfortable talking about an earth that is 4.5 billion years old. He 
explains it this way: “I look at the science in what I call multiple isotope concordancy—that is, agreement from a 
number of sources. As far as our solar system is concerned they strongly suggest that something significant 
happened about four-and-a-half billion years ago.” 1 

“There's a significant setting of the clocks in our solar system, for we get the same clock data from 
studying the sun and meteorites, as well as the earth—although the age of the oldest rocks on the earth, as our 
crust is being recycled, is only about 3.9 billion years old, instead of the 4.5 billion years old.” 1 

These verses in the book of Revelation cannot be talking about a recent creation week 6,000 years ago 
if the creation of the heaven, and earth, and the sea was 4.5 billion years ago. 

“By quoting Exodus instead of Genesis, we leave open the possibility that Genesis 1:1 is dealing with 
the creation of the cosmos and the creation week is about life on the planet.” 65 
 
 

Radiometric Geochronology 
The SDA church claims that you can believe both in the Bible and that the Earth is supposed to be 4.5 

billion years old. The Earth supposedly existed be 4.5 billion years before the creation week [Genesis 1:1-2]. The 
creation week and origin of life begin in Genesis 1:3, six thousand years ago. If this were so than the Sabbath 
would begin at sunrise because the day begins when God said “Let there be light.” As far as reconciling the Bible 
with radiometric dating the whole idea is stupid. According to radiometric dating plants appeared on Earth million 
so years ago: “This may have set the scene for the appearance of the flowering plants in the Triassic (~200 million 
years ago), and their later diversification in the Cretaceous and Paleogene. The latest major group of plants to 
evolve were the grasses, which became important in the mid-Paleogene, from around 40 million years ago.” 66 

The Bible says that they were made on day three [Genesis 1:9-13] of the creation week.  
 The following quotes from standard geology material on the internet show the whole idea of the 

earth being “without form and void” [Genesis 1:2] for 4.5 billion years prior to the creation week is rubbish.  The 
whole idea of reconciling this idea with radiometric dating is stupid. 
 
“The Cambrian explosion, or Cambrian radiation, was the relatively rapid appearance, around 542 million years 
ago, of most major animal phyla, as demonstrated in the fossil record. This was accompanied by major 
diversification of other organisms. Before about 580 million years ago, most organisms were simple, composed 
of individual cells occasionally organized into colonies. Over the following 70 or 80 million years, the rate of 
evolution accelerated by an order of magnitude and the diversity of life began to resemble that of today.” 67 
 
“The organisms of the Ediacaran Period first appeared around 600 million years ago and flourished until the cusp 
of the Cambrian 542 million years ago when the characteristic communities of fossils vanished. The earliest 
reasonably diverse Ediacaran community was discovered in 1995 in Sonora, Mexico, and is approximately 600 
million years in age, pre-dating the Gaskiers glaciation about 580 million years ago.” 68 

 
“The Shield was originally an area of very large mountains (about 12,000 metres or 39,000 feet) with much 
volcanic activity, but over hundreds of millions of years, the area has been eroded to its current topographic 
appearance of relatively low relief. It has some of the oldest (extinct) volcanoes on the planet. It has over 150 
volcanic belts (now deformed and eroded down to nearly flat plains) whose bedrock ranges from 600 to 1200 
million years old.” 69 
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“Some graphite contained in the 3.7-billion-year-old meta sedimentary rocks of the Isua Supracrustal Belt, 
Western Greenland, is depleted in 13C and has been interpreted as evidence for early life. However, it is unclear 
whether this graphite is primary, or was precipitated from metamorphic or igneous fluids.” 70 

 
“The Paleoarchean; also spelled Palaeoarchaean (Formerly known as early Archean)) is a geologic era within the 
Archaean. It spans the period of time 3,600 to 3,200 million years ago—the period being defined chronometrically 
and not referenced to a specific level in a rock section on Earth. The name derives from Greek “Palaios” ancient. 
The oldest ascertained life form (well-preserved bacteria older than 3,460 million years found in Western 
Australia) is from this period. The 1st supercontinent Vaalbara formed during this period.” 71 

 
“Microbial mats are the earliest form of life on Earth for which there is good fossil evidence, from 3,500 million 
years ago, and have been the most important members and maintainers of the planet's ecosystems. Originally they 
depended on hydrothermal vents for energy and chemical “food”, but the development of photosynthesis gradually 
liberated them from the “hydrothermal ghetto” by providing a more widely available energy source, sunlight, 
although initially the photosynthesizing mats still depended on the diffusion of chemicals emitted by hydrothermal 
vents.” 72 
 
“Geological features suggestive of oxygen, such as red beds, lateritic paleosols, and the return of sedimentary 
sulfate deposits after a 900-million year hiatus, occur shortly before the 2.3–2.2 Ga Makganyene ‘‘snowball 
Earth’’ (global glaciation).” 73 

 
“The Huronian glaciation (or Makganyene glaciation) extended from 2400 Mya to 2100 Mya (~300 million years), 
during the Siderian and Rhyacian periods of the Paleoproterozoic era.” 74 

 
“Suavjärvi (in Karelian, Russian: Суавъярви) is a lake and impact crater in the Republic of Karelia, Russia about 
50 km north of the town of Medvezhyegorsk. The approximately 3 km wide Suavjärvi lake is located in the centre 
of the crater. The crater is 16 km in diameter and it is estimated to be about 2.4 billion (2.4 x 109) years old, 
placing it in the Archean–Proterozoic boundary. That makes it the oldest known impact crater on Earth. Not much 
of the crater has survived, although some shock features like large blocks composed of impact breccia have been 
found.” 75 

 
“The Cryogenian (from Greek cryos “cold” and genesis “birth”) is a geologic period that lasted from 850 to 635 
million years ago. It forms the second geologic period of the Neoproterozoic Era, preceded by the Tonian Period 
and followed by the Ediacaran. The Sturtian and Marinoan glaciations, which are the greatest ice ages known to 
have occurred on Earth, occurred during this period. These events are the subject of much scientific controversy. 
The main debate contests whether these glaciations covered the entire planet (the so-called 'Snowball Earth') or if 
a band of open sea survived near the equator (termed 'slush ball Earth').” 76 
  
“The Sturtian glaciation was a glaciation during the Cryogenian period. During the Cryogenian the Earth 
experienced repeated large scale glaciations, the Sturtian glaciation being the longest one, lasting about 60 million 
years.” 77 
 
“The Pan-African orogeny was a series of major Neoproterozoic orogenic events (mountain building) which 
related to the formation of the supercontinents Gondwana and Pannotia about 600 million years ago. The 
Mozambique Belt, extending from east Antarctica through East Africa up to the Arabian-Nubian Shield, formed 
as a suture between plates during the Pan-African orogeny. The Mozambique Ocean began closing between 
Madagascar-India and the Congo-Tanzania craton between 700 and 580 million years ago, with closure between 
600 and 500 million years ago.” 78 

  
 

Clyde Webster’s GRI Claims Rebutted 
 

1. 
Claim: According to Clive Webster the Earth existed in darkness billions of years before the creation week and 
this lines up with the Big Bang theory and radiometric dating.  
Rebuttal: According to the Big Bang Theory, radioactive dating the Earth never sat in darkness. According to 
the Big Bang theory the Sun existed prior to the Earth. There is no scientific evidence that the Earth ever sat in 
darkness for billions of years. 
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“The various planets are thought to have formed from the solar nebula, the disc-shaped cloud of gas and dust left 
over from the Sun's formation.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Formation_and_evolution_of_the_Solar_System 
 
“The Archean atmosphere is thought to have nearly lacked free oxygen. Astronomers think that the sun had about 
70–75% of the present luminosity, yet temperatures appear to have been near modern levels even within 500 Ma 
of Earth's formation, which is puzzling (the faint young sun paradox). The presence of liquid water is evidenced 
by certain highly deformed gneisses produced by metamorphism of sedimentary protoliths. The equable 
temperatures may reflect the presence of larger amounts of greenhouse gases than later in the Earth's history. 
Alternatively, Earth's albedo may have been lower at the time, due to less land area and cloud cover.” 
 
“Scientific evidence suggests that life began on Earth at least 3.5 billion years ago. The earliest evidences for life 
on Earth are graphite found to be biogenic in 3.7 billion-year-old metasedimentary rocks discovered in Western 
Greenland and microbial mat fossils found in 3.48 billion-year-old sandstone discovered in Western Australia.” 
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archean 
 

2. 
Claim: God made dry land 6,000 years ago. You can accept radioactive dating and the Big Bang at the same 
time. 
Rebuttal: According to radioactive dating the Hawaii islands rose out of the ocean 60 million years ago. 
 

3. 
Claim: You can accept radioactive dating and God made dry land was created in just 24 hours.  
Rebuttal: According to radioactive dating the Rocky Mountains took millions of years to rise out of the ocean. 
 

4. 
Claim: You can accept radiometric dating and the rocks are millions of years old and the fossils are 6,000 years 
old. 
Rebuttal: Radiometric dating does not teach anything like this. Radiometric dating teaches they are both millions 
of years old. 
“Paleontology seeks to map out how life evolved across geologic time. A substantial hurdle is the difficulty of 
working out fossil ages. Beds that preserve fossils typically lack the radioactive elements needed for radiometric 
dating. This technique is our only means of giving rocks greater than about 50 million years old an absolute age, 
and can be accurate to within 0.5% or better. Although radiometric dating requires careful laboratory work, its 
basic principle is simple: the rates at which various radioactive elements decay are known, and so the ratio of the 
radioactive element to its decay products shows how long ago the radioactive element was incorporated into the 
rock. Radioactive elements are common only in rocks with a volcanic origin, and so the only fossil-bearing rocks 
that can be dated radiometrically are volcanic ash layers.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fossils 
 

5. 
Claim: The Earth sat in darkness for billions of years and 6,000 years ago God made plants on day three of the 
creation week.  
Rebuttal: According to radiometric dating blue-green algae appeared on Earth over one billion years ago. The 
Earth has been spinning on its axis and receiving sunlight every day since then. 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geologic_time_scale 
 

6. 
Claim: According to Clive Webster the Solar System and the Sun and Earth formed billions of years ago. 6,000 
years ago God said “Let there be light.”  
Rebuttal: If the Sun had been in existence for billions of years why did God say “Let there be light?” The earth 
had been receiving light for millions of years prior the creation week. 
 

7. 
Claim: God created the Earth in Genesis 1:1 and then billions of years later He created it again a second time. 
Rebuttal: According to Exodus 20:8-11 he created it once only in the creation week. If radioactive dating dates 
when God created mater and there are only two creation phases why does radioactive dating give dozens of 
different ages rather than two only? 
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8. 
Claim: God created the Earth in Genesis 1:1 during an unknown duration of time and then billions of years 
[Genesis 1:3-31] later He created it again a second time in six literal days.  
Rebuttal: According to Exodus 31:17 he took six days only. 
 

9. 
Claim: The Earth was created in “the beginning” and then it sat in darkness for billions of years. After billions 
of years of darkness God created Adam and Eve.  
Rebuttal: According to Matthew 19:4-6 God made Adam and Eve in “the beginning.” 
 

10. 
Claim: There were two separate creation acts billions of years apart. He created the Earth in the beginning 
[Genesis 1:1]. The creation week began billions of years later [Genesis 1:3-31].  
Rebuttal: Hebrews 4:3, 4 states all of God’s works were done in the beginning. On the seventh day he rested 
from all his works. All his works were done when he made the foundations of the Earth. 
 

11. 
Claim: The creation week begins in Genesis 1:3 and each day is 24 hours long.  
Rebuttal: If the creation week began in Genesis 1:3 day one would only be 12 hours long because the first half 
[Evening] of the day is missing. Leviticus 23:32; Mark 1:32. 
 

12. 
Claim: The creation week begins in Genesis 1:3 and creation week is 168 hours long.  
Rebuttal: If the creation week began in Genesis 1:3 day one would only be 154 hours long because the first half 
[Evening] of the first day is missing. Leviticus 23:32; Mark 1:32. 
 

13. 
Claim: The creation week begins in Genesis 1:3 and the seventh day Sabbath begins at sunset Friday and ends 
sunset Saturday.  
Rebuttal: If the creation week began in Genesis 1:3, the day would begin at sunrise because the day light part of 
the day would come first. Leviticus 23:32; Mark 1:32. It would not be evening then morning, but would be in the 
opposite order, morning then evening. 
 
 

Conclusion 
The SDA gap theory has many unsolved scientific and biblical problems which show that its claim to be reconciled 
with the secular geological timescale 4 and the Bible at the same time are nonsense. 
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