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The New Creation 	
Examining the Genesis expressions critically, we discern that a distinction is made between the creation of the heaven and the 
earth (Genesis 1:1) and the subsequent regulations, or the ordering of these, and the further creations of vegetable and animal life. 
Verse 2 tells us that in the very beginning of the first day of the creative week the earth was--though without form (order), and 
void (empty)--waste, empty and dark. This important item should be distinctly noted. If recognized, it at once corroborates the 
testimony of geology thus far.” (The New Creation, 1904, Pastor Charles Russell, page 18)  

The Bible does not say how long a period elapsed between the beginning when God created the heaven and the earth, and the 
beginning of the creative week used in perfecting it for man: nor do geologists agree amongst themselves as to the period of this 
interval--a few extremists indulge in wild speculations of millions of years. (The New Creation, 1904, Pastor Charles Russell, 
pages 18, 19)  

Creation  
Does the Bible disclose what was the beginning of God's creation? It does. The time of the beginning is not revealed; that is to 
say, no date is disclosed. Whether that time was a million or ten million years ago is not material to man.  [“Creation,” 1927, 
Judge Rutherford, Page 14]  

The time of the construction of the earth is nowhere stated. Men have expressed different opinions, but mere opinion proves 
nothing. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep." (Genesis 1:1, 2) Such is the divine record. [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 27]  

If the earth was at one time an incandescent molten mass there could have been no oceans of water on it at that same time. The 
formations of the rocks show conclusively that at one time these rocks were subject to intense heat. Fiery rocks or molten minerals 
and oceans of water could not have remained long in the same place at the same time. Therefore the account of creation given in 
Genesis must pertain to the creative work of the earth preparatory for the sustenance of life thereupon.  [“Creation,” 1927, Judge 
Rutherford, Page 27]  

That the primitive earth was a molten mass rapidly rotating through space; that the intense heat there from expelled all vapours, 
whether aqueous or metallic, and these were carried to the skies; that both heat and centrifugal energy caused these vapours to 
accumulate in the skies, particularly in the equatorial region; that these red hot vapours contained all the fusible and vaporisable 
minerals known to the earth; that as the earth cooled, the heaviest of these vapours formed into rings nearest the earth and the 
lighter substances formed numerous other rings according to their weight and density; that these rings or belts were separate and 
well defined; that the rotation of these near the polar belts was slower than at the equator; that as these rings, formed of aqueous 
vapours and heavily laden with carbon, cooled down they rotated near the earth until they fell, the nearest and heaviest one 
falling first and leaving those more distant and lighter to move on in their respective orbits about the earth; but that each one of 
these rings in due course cooled and fell.  [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 30]  

All terrestrial waters were held in suspension during that age of inveterate heat, far removed from the surface of the boiling, 
flaming and smoking mass of the earth.  [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 30]  

God has divided the work of the preparation of the earth into periods of creation which he calls "days", and which are numbered in 
their order from one to seven. It seems clearly proven from the Scriptures, however, that the material forming the earth had been 
brought together and the earth formed long before the beginning of these epochs or creative days began. Long before the 
beginning of those seven days the molten mass had thrown off great quantities of mineral substances in vapor form, and these had 
formed into rings around the earth. [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 35]  

This thick darkness extending all around the earth formed the "swaddling band", and corresponds to the statement in Genesis 
that "darkness was upon the face of the deep". No  light was then penetrating to the earth. Surrounded by numerous rings or 
canopies, composed of heavily carbonized vapours and other mineral substances, it was impossible for the light to penetrate that 
thick darkness which formed a band around the earth. [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 36]  

The sun must have been created long before the earth became a form, because the sun is the center of attraction of the solar 
system. Light from the sun was shining through space, but had not yet shined upon the earth because of the "swaddling band" that 
surrounded it. God needs only to express his will, and things transpire. The time came for the light to shine upon that which 
surrounded the earth. "And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God 
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divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the 
morning were the first day." — Genesis 1: 3-5.  [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 37]  

Prior to the beginning of the first creative day, as described by the Genesis account, some of the rings around the earth may have 
fallen or may not have. It is manifest, however, that many remained. With the beginning of the first creative day or period, 
"darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."  [“Creation,” 1927, Judge 
Rutherford, Page 37]  

Then the statement follows that God made two great lights to rule the day and the night. It does not follow that he made them at 
that time but they were previously made by him, and now the time had come for one to rule the day and the other to rule the night. 
The sun was not then visible from the earth and could not have been. The light of the sun which illuminated the firmament would 
cast light upon the earth through the remaining rings, which were doubtless by that time translucent; but the sun could not shine 
directly upon the earth. [“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 45]  

Evolution Or By Creation?  
The first part of Genesis indicates that the earth I could have existed for billions of years before the first Genesis “day,” 
though it does not say for how long. However, it does describe what earth’s condition was just before that first “day” 
began: “Now the earth proved to be formless and waste and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep; and 
God’s active force was moving to and fro over the surface of the waters.”-Genesis 1:2. [Evolution Or By Creation?, 
Chapter 3, page 26, 1985 Edition]  

First "Day 
"`Let light come to be.' Then there came to be light. And God began calling the light Day, but the darkness he called Night. And 
there came to be evening and there came to be morning, a first day." —Genesis 1:3, 5. 

Of course the sun and moon were in outer space long before this first "day," but their light did not reach the surface of the earth 
for an earthly observer to see. Now, light evidently came to be visible on earth on this first "day," and the rotating earth began to 
have alternating days and nights. 

Apparently, the light came in a gradual process, extending over a long period of time, not instantaneously as when you turn on an 
electric light bulb. The Genesis rendering by translator J. W. Watts reflects this when it says: "And gradually light came into 
existence." (A Distinctive Translation of Genesis) This light was from the sun, but the sun itself could not be seen through the 
over-cast. Hence, the light that reached earth was "light diffused," as indicated by a comment about verse 3 in Rotherham's 
Emphasised Bible.—See footnote b for verse 14. [Evolution Or By Creation?, Chapter 3, page 27-28, 1985 Edition]  

Fourth "Day" 
"`Let luminaries come to be in the expanse of the heavens to make a division between the day and the night; and they must serve as 
signs and for seasons and for days and years. And they must serve as luminaries in the expanse of the heavens to shine upon the 
earth.' And it came to be so. And God proceeded to make the two great luminaries, the greater luminary for dominating the day and 
the lesser luminary for dominating the night, and also the stars."—Genesis 1:14-16. 

Previously, on the first "day," the expression "Let light come to be" was used. The Hebrew word there used for "light" is ohr, 
meaning light in a general sense. But on the fourth "day," the Hebrew word changes to maohr, which means the source of the 
light. Rotherham, in a footnote on "Luminaries" in the Emphasised Bible, says: "In verse 3, or [ohr], light diffused." Then he goes 
on to show that the Hebrew word maohr in verse 14 means some-thing "affording light." On the first "day" diffused light 
evidently penetrated the swaddling bands, but the sources of that light could not have been seen by an earthly observer because of 
the cloud layers still enveloping the earth. Now, on this fourth "day," things apparently changed. 

An atmosphere initially rich in carbon dioxide may have caused an earth-wide hot climate. But the lush growth of vegetation 
during the third and fourth creative periods would absorb some of this heat-retaining blanket of carbon dioxide. The vegetation, in 
turn, would release oxygen—a requirement for animal life.—Psalm 136:7-9. 

Now, had there been an earthly observer, he would be able to discern the sun, moon and stars, which would "serve as signs and for 
seasons and for days and years." (Genesis 1:14) The moon would indicate the passing of lunar months, and the sun the passing of 
solar years. The seasons that now "came to be" on this fourth "day" would no doubt have been much milder than they became 
later on. —Genesis 1:15; 8:20-22. [Evolution Or By Creation?, Chapter 3, page 31-32, 1985 Edition]  

Is There A Creator?  
"Calculations show that had the Earth been situated only 5% closer to the Sun, a run away green house effect [over heating of the 
Earth] would have occurred about 4,000 million years ago. If, on the other hand, the Earth was placed only 1% further form the 
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Sun, runaway glaciation [huge sheets of ice covering much of the globe] would have occurred some 2,000 million years ago." [Is 
There A Creator?, 2006, Page 23] 

According to the Biblical record, the visible realm was not the first thing created. This ancient creation account reports that the 
first step of creation was the bringing into existence of another spirit person, the firstborn Son. he was the "firstborn of all 
creation," or "the beginning of the creation of God." [Colossians 1:15, Revelation 3:14]. This first created individual was unique. 
He was the only creation that God produced directly, and he was endowed with great wisdom. In fact, a later writer, a king 
renowned for his own wisdom, described this "Son" as "a master worker," who was employed in all subsequent creative works 
[Probers 8:22,30, Hebrews 1:1-2]. [Is There A Creator?, 2006, Page 86-87] 

The variety of chemical elements making up our planet could have been produced directly by God's transforming unlimited 
dynamic energy into matter, which physicists today say is feasible. Or, as many scientists believe, the Earth could have been 
formed out of matter ejected from the explosion of a super nova. Then again, who is to say wether there might have been a 
combination of methods, those just mentioned and others that scientists have not yet unravelled. [Is There A Creator?, 2006, 
Page 91] 

As you read Genesis 1:3 onwards, you will see that it is divided into six creative "days." [Is There A Creator?, 2006, Page 92] 

Some claim that these were literal 24 hour days, meaning that the entire universe and life on earth were created in less that a 
week! However you can easily discover that the Bible does not teach that. It seems that the earth had been established in orbit 
around the Sun and was a globe covered with water before the six "days," or periods, of special creative works began. "There was 
darkness upon the surface of the watery deep." [Genesis 1:2]. At that early point, something, perhaps a mixture of water vapour, 
other gases and volcanic dust must have prevented sunlight from reaching the surface of the Earth. [Is There A Creator?, 2006, 
Page 93] 

Evolution Or Creation?  
The first part of Genesis indicates that the earth could have existed for billions of years before the first Genesis “day,” though it 
does not say for how long. However, it does describe what earth’s condition was just before that first May” began: “Now the earth 
proved to be formless and waste and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep; and God’s active force was moving 
to and fro over the surface of the waters.”-Genesis 1:2. [Evolution Or Creation?, 1985, Page 26] 

Did Man Get Here By Evolution?  
A FUNDAMENTAL part of the evolution theory is that life evolved slowly over hundreds of millions of years. Does this not 
disprove the Bible's teaching that man has been on earth only about 6,000 years and that the earth and all life upon it were created 
within six "days"? 

The Bible gives no specific time period to the actual creating of the earth. Of the material universe, including the earth, the simple 
Bible statement is: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) This allows for thousands of millions 
of years that the material of the earth could have been in existence before being inhabited by living things. 

After this the Bible tells of six "days" during which life appeared. But the Bible's use of the word "day" here means a period of 
time and not a twenty-four-hour day. Genesis 2:4 indicates this by speaking of the "day that Jehovah God made earth and 
heaven," when previously it called each one of six periods included in that same time a "day." Because of the way it is used in 
the Bible, the word "day" often means simply a period of time, and cannot be confined to meaning just twenty-four hours. This 
can be verified by checking the word in an exhaustive Bible concordance and noting its many usages. [Did Man Get Here By 
Evolution? 1967 Edition, page 97]  

All Scripture Inspired  
Creation of the heavens and the earth, and the preparation of the earth for human habitation (Genesis 1:1-2 to 2:5). Reaching back 
evidently through billions of years of time, Genesis opens with impressive simplicity: “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Significantly, this opening sentence identifies God as the Creator and his material creation as the heavens and the 
earth. In majestic, well-chosen words, the first chapter continues on to give a general account of the creative work relative to the 
earth. This is accomplished in six time periods called days, each beginning with an evening, when the creative work for that 
period is undefined, and ending in the brightness of a morning, as the glory of the creative work becomes clearly manifest. [All 
Scripture Inspired, 1990, Page 14] 

Aid To Bible Understanding 
The planet’s coming into existence is recounted In the Bible with the simple statement: “In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the Earth.” (Genesis 1:1) Just how long ago the starry heavens and the earth were created is not stated In the Bible. Therefore, 
there is no basis for Bible scholars to take issue with scientific calculations of the age of earth’s rock-mass. Scientists variously 
estimate the age of the rocks as three and a half to four thousand million or more years. [Aid To Bible Understanding, 1971, 
Page 476] 
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Reasoning From The Scriptures  
Was all physical creation accomplished in just six days sometime within the past 6,000 to 10,000 years? The facts disagree with 
such a conclusion: (1) Light from the Andromeda nebula can be seen on a clear night in the northern hemisphere. It takes about 
2,000,000 years for that light to reach the earth, indicating that the universe must be at least millions of years old. (2) End products 
of radioactive decay in rocks in the earth testify that some rock formations have been undisturbed for billions of years. 
[Reasoning From The Scriptures, Watchtower Society, 1989, Page 88] 
 

Religion Gives Creation a Bad Name 
In a supposed attempt  to uphold  the Bible,  the "creationists"—mostly allied with  fundamentalist Protestants— have 

insisted that the earth and the universe are less than 10,000 years old. This extreme view has invited the ridicule of geologists, 
astronomers, and physicists, for it contradicts their findings.  

But what does the Bible really say? "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) The time 
involved  is not specified. The "first day" of creation  is not even mentioned until Genesis 1:3‐5. "The heavens and the earth" 
already existed when this first "day" began. There‐fore, could the heavens and the earth be billions of years old, as scientists 
claim? They may very well be. The Bible simply does not specify the time covered. 

Another excess of religion  is the way some interpret the six ‘days' of creation. Some fundamentalists insist that these 
days are literal, restricting earthly creation to a period of 144 hours. This provokes scepticism in scientists, for they feel that this 
claim conflicts with clear scientific observations. 

However,  it  is  the  fundamentalist  interpretation of  the Bible—not  the Bible  itself—that  is at odds with  science. The 
Bible does not say that each creative "day" was 24 hours long; indeed, it includes all these ‘days' in the much longer "day that 
Jehovah God made earth and heaven," showing  that not all Biblical  `days' contained  just 24 hours.  (Genesis 2:4) Some could 
have  been many  thousands  of  years  in  length.  [See Awake!, November  8,  1982,  pages  6‐9,  and  In‐sight  on  the  Scriptures, 
Volume  1,  page  545,  published'  by  the Watchtower  Bible  and  Tract  Society  of  New  York,  Inc.  For  more  information  on 
creationism and  its conflicts with science and the Bible, see Awake!  issues of March 8, 1983, pages 12‐15, and March 2 1983, 
pages 12‐15.] 

Thus, the idea of creation has been given a bad name by creationists and fundamentalists. Their teachings on the age of 
the universe and the length of the creative `days' are in harmony neither with reasonable science nor with the Bible. How‐ever, 
there are also other excesses that have made religion distasteful to scientists. 
The Watchtower, September 1, 1994, Page 6 

Creation  
[Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 1, Pages 527-528, Article “Creation”] 

Jehovah's first creation was his "only‐begotten Son" (John 3:16), "the beginning of the creation by God." (Revelation 
3:14) This one, `the firstborn of all creation," was used by Jehovah in creating all other things, those in the heavens 
and those upon the earth, "the things visible and the things invisible." (Colossians 1:15‐17) John's inspired testimony 
concerning this Son, the Word, is that "all things came into existence through him, and apart from him not even one 
thing came into existence," and the apostle identifies the Word as Jesus Christ, who had become flesh. (John 1:1‐4, 
10, 14, 17) As wisdom personified, this One is represented as saying, "Jehovah himself produced me as the beginning 
of his way," and he tells of his association with God the Creator as Jehovah's "master worker." (Proverbs 8:12, 22‐31) 
In view of the close association of Jehovah and his only‐begotten Son in creative activity and because that Son is "the 
image of the invisible God" (Colossians 1:15; 2 Corinthians 4:4), it was evidently to His only‐begotten Son and master 
worker that Jehovah spoke in saying, "Let us make man in our image."—Genesis 1:26. 
After creating his only‐begotten Son, Jehovah used him in bringing the heavenly angels into existence. This preceded 
the founding of the earth, as Jehovah revealed when questioning Job and asking him: "Where did you happen to be 
when I founded the earth. . . when the morning stars joyfully cried out together, and all the sons of God began 
shouting in applause?" (Job 38:4‐7) It was after the creation of these heavenly spirit creatures that the material 
heavens and earth and all elements were made, or brought into existence. And, since Jehovah is the one primarily 
responsible for all this creative work, it is ascribed to him. —Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 136:1, 5‐9. 
The Scriptures, in stating, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1), leave matters 
indefinite as to time. This use of the term 'beginning" is therefore unassailable, regardless of the age scientists may 
seek to attach to the earthly globe and to the various planets and other heavenly bodies. The actual time of creation 
of the material heavens and earth may have been billions of years ago. 
Further Creative Activities Involving Earth. 
Genesis chapter 1 through chapter 2, verse 3, after telling about the creation of the material heavens and earth (Genesis 1:1, 2), 
provides an outline of further creative activities on the earth. Chapter 2 of Genesis, from verse 5 onward, is a parallel account that 
takes up at a point in the third 'day," after dry land appeared but before land 
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plants were created. It supplies details not furnished in the broad outline found in Genesis chapter 1. The inspired Record tells of 
six creative periods called "days," and of a seventh period or “seventh day" in which time God desisted from earthly creative 
works and proceeded to rest. (Genesis 2:1-3) While the Genesis account of creative activity relating to the earth does not set forth 
detailed botanical and zoological distinctions such as those current today, the terms employed therein adequately cover the major 
divisions of life and show that these were created and made so that they reproduce only according to their respective "kinds."—
Genesis 1:11, 12, 21, 24, 25; see KIND. 

The following chart sets forth God's creative activities during the six "days" outlined in Genesis. 

EARTHLY CREATIVE WORKS OF JEHOVAH 

Day Creative Works Text 

1 Light; division between day and night Genesis 1:3-5 

2 Expanse, a division between waters  

beneath the expanse and waters above it 

Genesis 1:6-8 

3 Dry land; vegetation Genesis 1:9-13 

4 Heavenly luminaries become discernible on earth Genesis 1:14-19 

5 Aquatic souls and flying creatures Genesis 1:20-23 

6 Land animals; man Genesis 1:24-31  

Genesis 1:1, 2 relates to a time before the six "days" outlined above. When these "days" commenced, the sun, moon, and stars 
were already in existence, their creation being referred to at Genesis 1:1. However, prior to these six "days" of creative activity 
"the earth proved to be formless and waste and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep." (Genesis 1:2) 
Apparently, a swaddling band of cloud layers still enveloped the earth, preventing light from reaching its surface. 

When God said on Day One, "Let light come to be," diffused light evidently penetrated the cloud layers even though the sources 
of that light could not yet be discerned from the earth's surface. It seems that this was a gradual process, as is indicated by 
translator J. W. Watts: "And gradually light came into existence." (Genesis 1:3, A Distinctive Translation of Genesis) God 
brought about a division between the light and the darkness, calling the light Day and the darkness Night. This indicates that the 
earth was rotating on its axis as it revolved around the sun, so that its hemispheres, eastern and western, could enjoy periods of 
light and darkness.— Genesis 1:3, 4. 

On Day Two God made an expanse by causing a division to occur "between the waters and the waters." Some waters remained on 
the earth, but a great amount of water was raised high above the surface of the earth, and in between these two there came to be an 
expanse. God called the expanse Heaven, but this was with relation to the earth, as the waters suspended above the expanse are 
not said to have enclosed stars or other bodies of the outer heavens.—Genesis 1:6-8; see EXPANSE. 

On Day Three by God's miracle-working power the waters on the earth were brought together and dry land appeared, God calling 
it Earth. It was also on this day that, through no chance factors or evolutionary processes, God acted to superimpose the life 
principle upon atoms of matter, so that grass, vegetation, and fruit trees were brought into existence. Each of these three general 
divisions was capable of reproducing according to its "kind."—Genesis 1:9-13. 

The divine will concerning luminaries was accomplished on Day Four, it being stated: "God proceeded to make the two great 
luminaries, the greater luminary for dominating the day and the lesser luminary for dominating the night, and also the stars. Thus 
God put them in the expanse of the heavens to shine upon the earth, and to dominate by day and by night and to make a division 
between the light and the darkness." (Genesis 1:16-18) In view of the description of these luminaries, the greater luminary was 
quite apparently the sun and the lesser luminary the moon, though the sun and moon are not specifically named in the Bible until 
after its account of the Flood of Noah's day. —Genesis 15:12; 37:9. 

Previously, on the first "day," the expression "Let light come to be" was used. The Hebrew word there used for "light" is ohr, 
meaning light in a general sense. But on the fourth "day," the Hebrew word changes to maohr, which refers to a luminary or 
source of light. (Genesis 1:14) So, on the first "day" diffused light evidently penetrated the swaddling bands, but the sources of 
that light could not have been seen by an earthly observer. Now, on the fourth "day," things evidently changed. 

It is also noteworthy that at Genesis 1:16 the Hebrew verb bara", meaning "create," is not used. Instead, the Hebrew verb asah, 
meaning "make," is employed. Since the sun, moon, and stars are included in "the heavens" mentioned in Genesis 1:1, they were 
created long before Day Four. On the fourth day God proceeded to "make" these celestial bodies occupy a new relationship 
toward earth's surface and the expanse above it. When it is said, "God put them in the expanse of the heavens to shine upon the 
earth," this would indicate that they now became discernible from the surface of the earth, as though they were in the expanse. 
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Also, the luminaries were to "serve as signs and for seasons and for days and years," thus later providing guidance for man in 
various ways.— Genesis 1:14. 

Day Five was marked by the creation of the first nonhuman souls on earth. Not just one creature purposed by God to evolve into 
other forms, but literally swarms of living souls were then brought forth by divine power. It is stated: "God proceeded to create the 
great sea monsters and every living soul that moves about, which the waters swarmed forth according to their kinds, and every 
winged flying creature according to its kind." Pleased with what He had produced, God blessed them and, in effect, told them to 
"become many," which was possible, for these creatures of many different family kinds were divinely endowed with the ability to 
reproduce "according to their kinds."—Genesis 1:20-23. 

On Day Six "God proceeded to make the wild beast of the earth according to its kind and the domestic animal according to its 
kind and every moving animal of the ground according to its kind," such work being good, as were all of God's previous creative 
works.—Genesis 1:24, 25. 

Earth  
Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 1, Page 667, Article “Earth” 

The planet's coming into existence is recounted in the Bible with the simple statement: "In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) Just how long ago the starry heavens and the earth were created is not stated in the Bible. Therefore, 
there is no basis for Bible scholars to take issue with scientific calculations of the age of the planet. Scientists estimate the age of 
some rocks as being three and a half billion years, and the earth itself as being about four to four and a half billion or more 
years. 

As to time, the Scriptures are more definite about the six creative days of the Genesis account. These days have to do, not with the 
creation of earth's matter or material, but with the arranging and preparing of it for man's habitation. 

The Bible does not reveal whether God created life on any of the other planets in the universe. However, astronomers today have 
not found proof that life exists on any of these planets and, in fact, know of no planet besides the earth that is at present capable of 
supporting the life of fleshly creatures. 

Stars  
Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 2, Page 1032, Article “Stars” 

The fact that rays from remote stars and galaxies millions of light-years distant now reach giant telescopes on earth indicates 
that the creation of these astral bodies occurred millions of years in the past, since otherwise these rays would not yet have 
reached our planet. Such creation is evidently included in the initial statement at Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth." Verse 16 does not contradict this in saying that during the fourth creative "day," or period, "God 
proceeded to make . . . the stars." The word "make" (Heb., 'asah') does not mean the same as the word "create" (Heb., bara").—
See CREATION. 

Dinosaurs 

When Did They Live? 
Dinosaurs played a dominant role in life on earth during their age. But then they came to an end. The rock layers containing 
human fossils consistently occur above those layers containing dinosaur fossils. Because of this, scientists generally conclude that 
humans came on the earthly scene later. 

In this regard the book Palaeontology, by James Scott, states: "Even the earliest species of Homo sapiens (man) lived long after 
the disappearance of the dinosaurs.. . After tilting (through earth movement) has been al-lowed for, rocks containing fossil men 
consistently occur above those preserving the bones of the great dinosaur reptiles and it follows that the latter belong to an earlier 
age than the human remains." 

In the Red Deer River valley, there is a layer of sedimentary rock that contains dinosaur bones. Just above this, there is a purplish-
brown layer that follows the contour of the hillside. On top of the purplish-brown layer is a layer of brownish siltstone containing 
fossils of subtropical ferns, indicating a hot climate. Above this, there are several layers of coal. Farther up the hillside are coarser-
grained layers of earth. There are no dinosaur bones in any of the higher layers. 

The book A Vanished World: The Dinosaurs of Western Canada states that "all of the 11 major kinds of dinosaurs.. . ceased to 
exist in the western interior at about the same time." This, and the fact that human bones have not been found with dinosaur bones, 
is why most scientists conclude that the Age of Dinosaurs ended before humans came on the scene. 

However, it should be noted that there are some who say that dinosaur bones and human bones are not found together because 
dinosaurs did not live in areas of human habitation. Such differing views demonstrate that the fossil record does not yield its 
secrets so easily and that no one on earth today really knows all the answers. [Awake! February 8, 1990, page 4-5]  
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The Dating Of Dinosaurs 
Dinosaur bones are regularly found in lower earth layers than are human bones, leading many to conclude that they belong 
to an earlier time period. Geologists call this time the Mesozoic period and subdivide it into the Cretaceous, Jurassic, and 
Triassic periods. The time frames used for these periods are on the order of tens of millions of years. But has this been 
established with any certainty? [Awake! February 8, 1990,  page 4-5]  

The Genesis Account and Dinosaurs 
While the radioactive dating method is innovative, it is still based on speculation and assumption. In contrast, the Bible account in 
the first chapter of Genesis simply states the general order of creation. It allows for possibly thousands of millions of years for 
the formation of the earth and many millenniums in six creative eras, or "days," to prepare the earth for human habitation. 

Some dinosaurs (and pterosaurs) may in-deed have been created in the fifth era listed in Genesis, when the Bible says that 
God made "flying creatures" and "great sea monsters." Perhaps other types of dinosaurs were created in the sixth epoch. The 
vast array of dinosaurs with their huge appetites would have been appropriate considering the abundant vegetation that 
evidently existed in their time.—Genesis 1:20-24. 

When the dinosaurs had fulfilled their purpose, God ended their life. But the Bible is silent on how he did that or when. We 
can be sure that dinosaurs were created by Jehovah for a purpose, even if we do not fully under-stand that purpose at this 
time. They were no mistake, no product of evolution. That they suddenly appear in the fossil record unconnected to any 
fossil ancestors, and also disappear without leaving connecting fossil links, is evidence against the view that such animals 
gradually evolved over millions of years of time. Thus, the fossil record does not support the evolution theory. Instead, it 
harmonizes with the Bible's view of creative acts of God. [Awake! February 8, 1990, page 10-11]  

Scientific Dating For Pre-Historic Times  
Radioactive Dating 

Of various methods for scientific dating, the most reliable are the radioactive clocks. They depend on the rates of 
radioactive decay processes. While other methods depend on aging processes that may go faster or slower under differing 
environmental conditions, such as changing temperature, radioactive decay rates have been shown to be unaffected by the 
extremes of external conditions. [Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 17]  

The Uranium-Lead Clock 
Now you may be thinking that these are immense periods of time we are talking about, millions and billions of years. What is the 
possible use of a clock that runs so slowly? Well, we learn that the earth itself has been in existence for a few billion years, and 
there are rocks in a few places that appear to have been there for a good part of that time. So geologists find such a clock quite 
useful in studying the history of the earth. [Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 18]  

The Potassium-Argon Clock 
How well does the clock work in practice? Sometimes very well but at other times poorly. It sometimes gives ages greatly 
different from those of the uranium-lead clock. Usually, these are smaller; such results are attributed to loss of argon. But in 
other rocks, the potassium and uranium ages agree very closely. A most newsworthy use of the potassium-argon clock was 
in dating a rock that was brought back from the moon by the astronauts of Apollo 15. Using a chip from this rock, scientists 
measured the potassium and argon and determined the age of the rock to be 3.3 billion years. [Awake!, September 22, 
1986, page 19]  

The Rubidium-Strontium Clock 
An exciting example of the use of this method was on a meteorite that astronomers believe might be like the rocks that 
theoretically fell together to form the planets, a remnant of the primordial material from which the solar system was made. The 
indicated age, 4.6 billion years, was consistent with this view. An outstanding success of the rubidium-strontium clock was in 
dating the same moon rock described above. Five different minerals in the rock were tested, and they joined in indicating an age 
of 3.3 billion years, the same as the potassium-argon age. [Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 20]  

In some cases the comparative ages obtained by these three geological clocks are in close agreement and give confidence 
that the ages in such cases are very likely correct. It should be emphasized, however, that such cases show what kind of 
agreement is possible—but only under ideal conditions. And conditions are usually not ideal. Far longer lists could be given 
of comparisons that clash with one another. [Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 20]  

Credibility of Bible Dates Unimpeached 
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HOW do the results of scientific dating affect our understanding of the Bible? That depends on our viewpoint. If we have 
held to the fundamentalist interpretation that the earth, the sun, the moon, and the stars—not just mankind—were all created 
in just six 24-hour days, we have to admit that the scientific evidence is unsettling. On the other hand, if we understand that 
the days of Genesis were long periods of thousands of years, with billions of years prior thereto for planet Earth's formation, 
there is no problem. [Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 27]  
 

The Watchtower Magazine  
In recent times, some fundamentalist religions have put forward creationism as the answer to evolution. But in doing so, they 
make a claim that is both unscriptural and unbelievable. It is that the heavens, the earth, and everything on the earth were created 
by God in 6 days of 24 hours each -- yes, in just 144 literal hours! This teaching has caused many to ridicule the Bible. [The 
Watchtower, April 1, 1986, pp. 12-13] 

Is there a distinction between "creation" and "creationism"? Yes, there is. The word "creation," appearing some 18 times in the 
New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, properly refers to Jehovah's creative activity. (See, for example, Romans 1:20; 
8:21; 2 Corinthians 5:17) The term "creationism" is not found in the Bible. Webster's Third New International Dictionary (1971) 
defines "creation" as "the act of creating," and "creationism" as "a doctrine or theory of creation." The same dictionary defines 
"ism" as "a distinctive doctrine, cause, system, or theory -- often used disparagingly." In these 1980's, "creationism" has become a 
true "ism" because of its adoption by political pressure groups, such as the Moral Majority. It is no longer a neutral term, but 
embodies extreme fundamentalist views of the Bible, such as the view that God created the earth and everything upon it in six 
days of 24 hours each. There are now more than 350 books in circulation setting out such "creationism" dogma. Jehovah's 
Witnesses reject the unreasonable theories of "creationism" in favour of what the Bible really teaches about "creation." For a more 
complete answer to the above question, please see the article entitled "Evolution, Creation, or Creationism -- Which Do You 
Believe?" on pages 12-15 of our companion magazine Awake! dated March 22, 1983. [The Watchtower, September 1, 1986, p. 
30] 

Awake! Magazine  
Creationism involves belief that the earth was created in six literal days or, in some cases, that the earth was formed only about ten 
thousand years ago. Jehovah's Witnesses, while believing in creation, are not creationists. [Awake!, May 8, 1997, p. 12] 

Supporters of creationism wrote a definition that was incorporated in the Arkansas law and inserted in the judicial opinion. It 
includes the scientific evidence that there are limits to the changes within the kinds of living things that were originally created, 
and that mutations and natural selection do not suffice to change one species into another. It also asserts that the earth and 
everything that lives on it are the result of a recent act of creation, and that all the geologic strata with their fossils resulted from 
a single worldwide Flood. [Awake!, March 8, 1983, pp. 12-13] 

From the testimony given in the trial, it is manifest that the scientific evidence for creation was not really presented in clear 
confrontation with evolution. Instead, it was lost to sight in clashes over side issues, particularly two tenets of creationism that had 
been written into the law: 1. That creation took place only a few thousand years ago. 2. That all geologic strata were formed by the 
Biblical Deluge. Neither of these dogmas is really crucial to the central question of whether living things were created or not. They 
are merely doctrines held by the members of a few churches, notably the Seventh-Day Adventists, who form the core of the group 
that sponsored the law. When these sectarian beliefs were written into the law as something that must be taught in public schools, 
that law was foredoomed to be declared unconstitutional. [Awake!, March 22, 1983, pp. 12-13] 

But does the legal defeat of scientific creationism, as this movement is known, reflect unfavourably on the Bible? Are the 
doctrines of recent creation and a diluvial origin of geologic strata found in God's Word? An informed Bible student would 
answer, No. While the Bible clearly states that the heavens and the earth and everything in them were created by God, it does not 
say when those things were created. Most of the defense witnesses were shackled by the religious dogma that the six creative days 
in Genesis were all encompassed in a period of 144 hours. This harks back to an erroneous fundamentalist teaching that was not 
challenged by the science of the 17th century, but that is no longer tenable in the light of present knowledge. The Bible itself does 
not set any such time limit on the days of creation. [Awake!, March 22, 1983, pp. 12-13] 

With the basic point established that the Bible text does not conflict with scientific theories about the age of the universe, we may 
also leave open the question of the age and origin of geologic strata. The Bible says nothing at all about the formation of 
sedimentary layers, whether at the time of the Flood or earlier. All the voluminous writings of creationists on this subject, which 
came under critical examination in the trial, have been motivated by the desire to reconcile the existence of the geologic column 
and its fossils, dinosaurs and all, with their claim to a 10-thousand-year age of the earth. If this claim is invalid, all the rest of the 
argument is beside the point. [Awake!, March 22, 1983, p. 14] 

The Genesis Creation Account 

However, Jehovah’s Witnesses are not what you might think of as creationists. Why not? First, many creationists believe that the 
universe and the earth and all life on it were created in six 24-hour days some 10,000 years ago. [Awake, September 2006, Page 
3] 
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But the real contradiction is between science and, not the Bible, but the opinions of so-called Christian Fundamentalists. Some of 
these groups falsely assert that according to the Bible, all physical creation was produced in six 24-hour days some 10,000 years 
ago. [Awake, September 2006, Page 18] 

The Bible, however, does not support such a conclusion. If it did, then many scientific discoveries over the past hundred years 
would indeed discredit the Bible. A careful study of the Bible text reveals no conflict with established scientific facts. For that 
reason, Jehovah’s Witnesses disagree with “Christian” Fundamentalists and many creationists. The following shows what the 
Bible really teaches. [Awake, September 2006, Page 18] 

The Genesis account opens with the simple, powerful statement: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
(Genesis 1:1) Bible scholars agree that this verse describes an action separate from the creative days recounted from verse 3 
onward. The implication is profound. According to the Bible’s opening statement, the universe, including our planet Earth, was in 
existence for an indefinite time before the creative days began. [Awake, September 2006, Page 19] 

Geologists estimate that the earth is approximately 4 billion years old, and astronomers calculate that the universe may be as 
much as 15 billion years old. Do these findings-or their potential future refinements-contradict Genesis 1:1? No. The Bible does 
not specify the actual age of “the heavens and the earth.” Science does not disprove the Biblical text. [Awake, September 2006, 
Page 19] 

How long, then, were the creative days? The wording of Genesis chapters 1 and 2 indicates that considerable lengths of time were 
involved. [Awake, September 2006, Page 19] 

Clearly, the Bible’s language makes room for the possibility of some major events during each “day,” or creative period, to have 
occurred gradually rather than instantly, perhaps some of them even lasting into the following creative “days.” [Awake, 
September 2006, Page 20] 

My science textbook says that the earth and the solar system have been in existence for billions of years. The Bible does not 
comment on the age of the earth or the solar system. What it says is compatible with the thought that the universe may well have 
been in existence for billions of years before the beginning of the first creative “day.”-Genesis 1:l-2. [Awake, September 2006, 
Page 28] 

My teacher says that the earth could not have been created in just six days. The Bible does not state that each of the six creative 
“days” was a literal 24-hour period. For more information, see pages 18-20 of this magazine. [Awake, September 2006, Page 28] 

Luminaries  
Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 2, Page 284 

A source of light; a lamp; a heavenly body from which the earth receives light. The Genesis account relates that during the fourth 
creative "day," God caused luminaries to "come to be in the expanse of the heavens." (Genesis 1:14, 19) This does not indicate the 
coming into existence of light (Heb., 'ohr) itself, since this is shown to have existed previously. (Genesis 1:3) Nor does it state that 
the sun, moon, and stars were created at this point. The initial verse of the Bible states: "In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) Thus the heavens with their celestial bodies, including the sun, existed for an undetermined period of 
time prior to the processes and events stated as occurring during the six creative periods described in the following verses of the 
first chapter of Genesis. 
 
It should be noted that, whereas Genesis 1:1 states that God "created" (Hebrew, “bara") the heavens and the earth in the beginning, 
verses 16 and 17 state that, during the fourth creative "day," "God proceeded to make [Hebrew, a form of 'asah'] the two great 
luminaries, the greater luminary for dominating the day and the lesser luminary for dominating the night, and also the stars. Thus 
God put them in the expanse of the heavens to shine upon the earth." The Hebrew word asah, often translated "make," can mean 
simply to establish (2 Samuel 7:11), appoint (Deuteronomy 15:1), form (Jeremiah 18:4), or prepare (Genesis 21:8). 

Thus the record here states what the already existing sun, moon, and stars now became in relation to planet Earth. On the first 
"day" light (Hebrew, 'ohr’) evidently gradually penetrated the cloud layers still enveloping the earth and would have become 
visible to an earthly observer, had he been present. (Genesis 1:3) On the fourth "day" things changed. The statement that "God 
put them in the expanse of the heavens" on that day expresses the fact that God caused the sources of light (Hebrew, maohr), 
namely, the sun, moon, and stars, to become discernible in the expanse. Their purpose was to "make a division between the day 
and the night" and to "serve as signs and for seasons and for days and years." In addition to being signs of God's existence and 
majesty, their movements such luminaries enable man to mark accurately the natural seasons, days, and years.— Genesis 1:14-
18; Psalm 74:16; 148:3. 

The same Hebrew word (maohr) is used with reference to the light-bearing equipment in the tabernacle, which employed lighted 
oil as the means for producing illumination. (Exodus 25:6; 27: 20; 35:8, 14, 28; Leviticus 24:2; Numbers 4:9) At Proverbs 15:30 it 
is used figuratively in the expression "brightness of the eyes." Egypt is prophetically warned of a withdrawal of all light by 
Jehovah s darkening and beclouding all the "luminaries [form of maohr] of light ['ohr] in the heavens. —Ezekiel 32:2, 7, 8. 



  
Page 10 

 

   

The	Jehovah	Witness	Viewpoint	

Watchtower References 
 
 

Aid To Bible Understanding, 1971, Page 476 

All Scripture Inspired, 1990, Page 14 

Awake! February 8, 1990, page 4-5, 10-11 

Awake!, March 22, 1983, pages 12-14 

Awake!, March 8, 1983, pages 12-13] 

Awake!, May 8, 1997, page 12 

Awake!, September 22, 1986, page 17-20, 27 

Awake, September 2006, Page 3, 18-20, 28 

Creation, 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 14, 27, 30, 35,-37, 45 

Did Man Get Here By Evolution? 1967, page 97 

Evolution Or By Creation?, 1985, page 26-32 

Evolution Or Creation?, 1985, Page 26 

Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 1, Page 667 

Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 1, Pages 527-528 

Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 2, Page 284
Insight Into The Scriptures, 1988, Volume 2, Page 1032 

Is There A Creator?, 2006, Page 23, 86-87, 91-93 

Reasoning From The Scriptures, 1989, Page 88 

The New Creation, 1904, Pastor Charles Russell, pages 18, 19 

The Watchtower, April 1, 1986, pages 12-13 

The Watchtower, September 1, 1986, page 30 

The Watchtower—September 1, 1994, Page 6 



  
Page 11 

 

   

SDA Information Sources 

 
 

Seventh Day Adventist Jehovah Witness Sources 

Indefinite Time Interval Indefinite Time Interval 

SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 12, Page 419. The New Creation, 1904, pages 18, 19 

“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 14, 27 

Evolution Or By Creation?, Chapter 3, 1985 Edition 

Evolution Or Creation, 1985, Page 26 

Aid To Bible Understanding, Page 476 

Awake, September 2006, Page 19 

Awake, September 2006, Page 28

Two Stage Creation Two Stage Creation 

Radiometric Dating, L. J. Gibson, Page 4, 5. 

Record, March 11, 1995, Pages 6-9 

God’s Creation, Pacific Press, 1999, Page 33. 

www.grisda.org/origins/08020.pdf 

The New Creation, 1904, pages 18, 19 

“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 14, 27 

Evolution Or By Creation?, Chapter 3, 1985 Edition 

Evolution Or Creation, 1985, Page 26 

Aid To Bible Understanding, Page 476 

Awake, September 2006, Page 19 

Awake, September 2006, Page 28

www.grisda.org/origins/19087.pdf 

www.grisda.org/origins/17086.htm 
	

5 Billion Year Gap 5 Billion Year Gap 

Record March 11, 1995, Pages 6-9 Radiometric 

Dating, L. J. Gibson, Page 4, 5. 

http://www.watchtower.org/e/20020608/article01.htm

http://www.watchtower.org/e/200609a/article01.htm

Evolution Or By Creation?, Chapter 3, 1985 

Edition Evolution Or Creation, 1985, Page 26 All 

Scripture Inspired, 1990, Page 14 Aid To Bible 

Understanding, Page 476 Reasoning From The 

Scriptures, 1989, Page 88 Awake, September 2006, 

Page 19 

Genesis 1:1 = Universe Genesis 1:1 = Universe 

God’s Creation, Pacific Press, 1999, Page 33. http://www.watchtower.org/e/20070215/article02.htm

http://www.watchtower.org/e/200609a/article01.htm

Awake, September 2006, Page 19

Gap Between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:3 Gap Between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:3 

SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 12, Page 419. 

Record, March 11, 1995, Pages 6-9 

www.grisda.org/origins/17086.htm 

“Creation,” 1927, Judge Rutherford, Page 37 

Evolution Or Creation, 1985, Page 26 Awake, 

September 2006, Page 19 

www.grisda.org/georpts/2108.htm 



  
Page 12 

 

   

Complete Watchtower Articles 
Creation Of The Earth: 

Aid To Bible Understanding, page 476;  

Awake!, 1952, June/22, page 5-9;  

Awake!, 1956, July/8, page 14;  

Awake!, 1961, May/22, page 23;  

Awake!, 1963, April/22, page 4-7;  

Awake!, 1963, May/22, page 31;  

Awake!, 1963, October/8, page 6-9;  

Awake!, 1964, May/8, page 7;  

Awake!, 1967, April/22, page 29  

Awake!, 1971, January/8, page 5;  

Basis For Belief, page 21-22;  

Did Man Get Here By Evolution?, page 97;  

Evolution Versus New World, page 35-36;  

Let Your Name Be Sanctified, page 14;  

Life- How Did It Get Here?, page 128-141;  

New Heavens And New Earth, page 34-53;  

Paradise Lost And Regained, page 9-13;  

Truth Makes You Free, page 54-68  

The Watchtower 1962, page 165, 426;  

The Watchtower 1976, page 681-682;  

The Watchtower, 1944, page 180;  

The Watchtower, 1950, page 423;  

The Watchtower, 1956, page 723-724;  

The Watchtower, 1961, page 390-391;  

The Watchtower, 1963, page 459-460;  

The Watchtower, 1970, page 119;  

The Watchtower, 1944, page 180;  

The Watchtower, 1950, page 423;  

The Watchtower, 1956, page 723-724;  

The Watchtower, 1961, page 390-391;  

The Watchtower, 1963, page 459-460;  

The Watchtower, 1970, page 119; 

Measuring Its Age:  
Awake!, 1939, May/3, page 21  

Awake!, 1946, January/16, page 16-17;  

Awake!, 1948, November/22, page 24-26;  

Awake!, 1952, August/8, page 17-19;  

Awake!, 1952, February/22, page 13-16;  

Awake!, 1952, February/8, page 14-20;  

Awake!, 1954, November/22, page 20;  

Awake!, 1956, November/22, page 8-11;  

Awake!, 1958, April/22, page 22;  

Awake!, 1958, March/8, page 12-15;  

Awake!, 1962, October/22, page 9-11;  

Awake!, 1967, April/22, page 14-16;  

Awake!, 1968, June/22, page 30;  

Awake!, 1969, November/8, page 29  

Awake!, 1972, April/8, page 15;  

Awake!, 1973, May/8, page 19;  

Awake!, 1986, Sep/22, page 17-20, 27  

Basis For Belief, page 21-22;  

Is The Bible God’s Word?, page 27-29;  

Life- How Did It Get Here?, page 26;  

New Heavens And New Earth, page 34-35;  

Reasoning From The Scriptures, page 88;  

The Watchtower, 1952, page 644;  

The Watchtower, 1953, page 675;  

The Watchtower, 1956, page 723-724;  

The Watchtower, 1965, page 741; 

Creation Of Dinosaurs:  
Awake!, 1990, February/8, pages 4-5, 10-11  

 

www.CreationismOnline.com 
 


